QM SIFE Project Ideas
Please note that these project ideas have room for manoeuvre and development as they are merely ideas at this stage.
1) Prison Project with Youth Offenders

Educating young people with a criminal record to think about the effect their conviction may have on gaining a job on their release. Many fall into a trap and reoffend. Offer a programme to educate the young offenders about starting up their own businesses as an alternative, where they compete against each other to put together a business proposal, with the prize being a small loan in order for these to get off the ground on their release.

Possibilities to expand this to youth offending institutions, referral centres and those at risk of offending (catching them before offending) 

2) Tackling Corruption in Indian businesses

Lots of corruption in local businesses in rural regions of India. Propose a programme to educate young locals in rural areas in business ethics.

3) Indian Sex Trade

Organisations with girls who have been recovered from the sex trade, possibility of teaching them skills for them to use this as a business making opportunity. Eg. Jewellery making out of local resources, to then sell on at a profit.

4) Gold Mine in Ghana

Educating local people in a particular region in Ghana to lobby and protest a company dominating a local gold mine and taking advantage of the locals.
5) Teenage Pregnancies

U.K. Highest teenage pregnancy rates in Europe. Programme in encouraging ambition and personal skills in young girls at risk of becoming a statistic, and also educating young mothers in skills they may have missed out on e.g. ICT, interview techniques etc. 

6) Immigrants Needs

For a high percentage of Tower Hamlets residents, English is their second language. Providing literacy and numeracy workshops for young people struggling in schools, and for those who have dropped out of the school system. There a number of organisations who can help source these people, for QM SIFE to mentor them through a programme.

Also the idea of bringing parts of their traditional culture to their local area eg. Spitalfields City Farm – Coriander Club, growing traditional Indian herbs in the East-End. Building into the community in an alternative way.

7) Redundancy

Many local older people have been made redundant and are finding it difficult to get back into job market with so many younger people looking for jobs. Possibility of offering IT workshops on campus to those with little experience of computers or particular software required by many employers. Accredited?

8) Financial Literacy in Secondary Schools

Education programme on credit cards, saving money, budgets and pensions for Secondary school aged students. Young Enterprise offer something similar at a cost to the schools – possibility of finding schools who cannot afford YE for their pupils and for SIFE to offer them an alternative programme.

Possibility of rolling this out across a number of local state schools, and holding an inter-school competition.

9) Fairtrade in Primary Schools

Rolling out a programme of Fairtrade education, tasting and games for primary aged children. Start them young to have an effect in later life.

10) Cooking and Nutrition in Young People

How to cook healthy and nutritious meals on a budget, aimed primarily at young people. Too many pizza and fried chicken shops in Whitechapel and Mile End – need of education in healthy alternatives. This could follow the ‘pass-it-on’ technique that Jamie Oliver trialled, whereby SIFE students could mentor a group of people in the knowledge and skills needed to produce the healthy diet/meals, and then it is up to them to pass these skills on to others, who then pass these on again etc. Teaching others is one of the best forms of learning.

11) Further Education – EMA

Colleges and Sixth Form students now get EMA funding to continue their education. Possible development of a programme on how to invest the money to make it go further and last longer. Also, many students do not take advantage of these funds due to the form filling required. This could link in or the project could naturally motivate and encourage more students to apply.
12) Environmental Projects

Environmental audit on local businesses. Possibility of a ‘green league’, where local businesses compete on an annual basis to gain golden green credentials.

Lobbying the University regarding gaining recycling bins on campus.

Setting up a new recycling scheme within halls of residence.
